
Community Workshop 3: 
Downtown Roseville Interactive 

Design Workshop

Thursday, October 13, 2005
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Downtown Roseville Downtown Roseville 
Visioning ProjectVisioning Project



Believe that you have it, and you have it.
- Latin  Proverb



Workshop Outline

I. Welcome & Introductions
II. Project Background
III. Community Immersion in Review
IV. What We’ve Heard
V. Design Teams
VI. Team Presentations
VII. Closing Comments & Next Steps



Project Background
•Develop a Vision that is:

–Supported by the community and 
stakeholders

–Consistent with recommendations 
of other committees, projects and 
strategies

–Serves as a catalyst for a 
reinvestment plan that identifies 
strategies to achieve the vision



Building a Foundation
City Council 
Downtown 

Goals
Growth 

Management 

Visioning 

Committee

Central 
Roseville 

Revitalization 

Committee 
Goals

Roseville’s Blueprint 

implementation 

strategy
Downtown Roseville Visioning Project I –Riverside Gateway ProjectEconomic 

Central 
Roseville 

Revitalization 
Strategy

Royer Park/Dry Creek
Placemaking Workshop

Many other Many other 
effortsefforts

Development Strategy



Project Study Area



Visioning Process

• 3-Phase Scope of Work
– Phase 1: Understanding 

Downtown Roseville
• August - September

– Phase 2: Developing the 
Foundation for an Envisioned 
Downtown Roseville

• October - November

– Phase 3: Completing the Vision for 
Downtown Roseville

• December - January





Community Immersion 
in Review



Community Workshop 1:
Understanding Downtown Roseville

Tuesday, October 11



Downtown Walks
Wednesday, October 12 & Thursday, October 13



Community Workshop 2:
Architecture, Buildings, & Uses

Wednesday, October 12



Community Workshop 3:
Interactive Design Workshop

A Preview…

Thursday, October 13



WHAT WE’VE 
HEARD



Understanding Individually & 
Collectively Who Roseville Is, What 
It Cherishes & Seeks to Improve, & 
What It Desires for Its Downtown



Values

• Small Town Feel

• Public Facilities

• Open Space

• Restaurants & 
Shopping

• Diversity

• “Community”

• Great Potential

• Location!

• Access, Transit

• Family Friendly

• Jobs

• Safe Community

• People

• Great City Leadership

Many Others!



Treasures
• Post Office
• Civic Center
• History of Area
• Architecture
• Theaters
• Dry Creek/Royer 

Park
• Railroad

• Carnegie Library

• Downtown Events

• Business 
Community

• Small Town

• Walkable 

• Restaurants

• Shops

Many Others!



Challenges
• Coordination with 

Union Pacific RR
• Attracting Business 

& Entertainment
• Cost of Development
• Restoring Historic 

Buildings
• Competition

• Homelessness

• Traffic

• Dry Creek 
Flooding

• Parking

• Connectivity

• Public safety

• Access

Many Others!



Visions
• Dry Creek Riverwalk 

& Amphitheater
• Railroad Pedestrian 

Overpass
• New Central Library
• Reinforce Unique 

Identities of Historic 
Old Town & Vernon 
Street

• Program Activities & 
Events Year-Round

• Create a Public 
Market

• Emphasize 
Connections Between 
All Places

• Create a Destination
• Wi-Fi Zone

Many Others!



Visions
• Mix of Uses
• More Dining & 

Shopping
• More Events
• Night Life
• Celebrate 

History
• Maintain Small 

Town Feel
• More Housing

• Emphasize Arts 
& Education

• Improved 
Accessibility, 
Pedestrian-
friendliness & 
Connections

• A Place for All 
• Gathering Places 

– Town Square, 
Plaza or Park

Many Others!



Understanding 
Collectively How 
Roseville Sees its 
Downtown in the Future



Vision Statements

We strive for a Downtown Roseville that is a 
prosperous, self-sustaining, multifaceted, family-
oriented, vibrant destination that cultivates a diversity of 
entertainment and interests, fostering a safe pedestrian 
oriented place to live, work, and play.

Downtown Roseville links Royer Park, the creeks, residential 
neighborhoods with a destination oriented Downtown that 
that supports families and businesses, and becomes “alive 
after five”, that knits the community to culture with distinctive 
architecture, shopping, restaurants, and entertainment.

Roseville: A great place to visit and an even greater place to 
call home.



Vision Statements

Create an area for life outside of work to span morning 
through evening for all age groups.  This would include 
mixed, unique, culturally, diverse restaurants and small 
retailers.

Provide an atmosphere of casual, aesthetically pleasing, and 
people-scaled businesses, offices, and living space, unique to 
the character of Downtown Roseville.

Downtown Roseville supports an active and vibrant style of 
living where everything you need is Downtown within a 
pedestrian friendly and relaxed environment. 



Vision Statements

•Socializing/Gathering: Coffee, Food, Music, Shops
•Learning Centers: Arts, Dance, Music, Theater, 
Docents, History/Natural Environment
•Youth Activities: Boys and Girls Clubs, Railroad 
Theme, Hobbie Shop, Tours
•Creek: Maintain Natural Environment, Access

Central Roseville embodies the City’s values of tradition, 
pride, and progress.  It is the regional center for history, 
culture, and entertainment, providing arts, events, shopping, 
urban housing, dining, and nightlife.



Vision Statements

Vision Statement:
•People gather (need reasons)
•Open Spaces
•Nightlife: open at night beyond 6:00 pm
•Open on the weekends (hang-outs)
•4/5 star restaurants open at night and on the weekends
•Shops open at night and on the weekends
•Art and Music in a public square (open daily)
The City of Roseville has a historical downtown that is 
vibrant, offering plentiful shopping, dining, and culture 
and arts.



Understanding Individually & 
Collectively What Specific Uses 
& Activities Roseville Wants in its 
Downtown



Uses & Businesses

• SHOULDS
– Restaurants

– Specialty Retail & 
Grocery

– Hotel/B&B

– Arts, Theater, Culture

– Books & Music

– Public Spaces, Plazas, 
Walkways

– Office & Professional 
Services

– Mixed Use & Housing

• SHOULD NOTS
– Big Box Buildings & 

Stores

– Drive Thrus

– Adult Businesses

– Warehouses

– Auto-Related Uses

– Family Unfriendly 
Businesses

– Storage

– Second-Hand Stores

Many Others!



Understanding Downtown 
Roseville Through the 
Community’s Eyes



• A lot of underutilized 
buildings and space

• Opportunity for new 
development and creek walk 
along Dry Creek

• Atlantic Street/Railroad 
corridor is neglected and 
should be converted into an 
asset

• Opportunity to link Downtown 
with Royer Park

• Vernon Street needs a public 
square/Space

• Downtown Assets need to be 
highlighted to draw people

• The story of the railroad and 
telephone company needs to 
be told

• Connection to Historic Old 
Town is poor

• Traditional building facades 
are enjoyable

Many Others!

Vernon Street 
Walks



• Underground pedestrian 
crossing is uncomfortable 

• Pedestrian bridge with view 
tower over the railroad tracks 
is needed

• Opportunities for 
rehabilitation of historic 
buildings

• Development opportunities 
on several undeveloped lots

• Improve rear facades

• Historic museum should be 
open on weekends

• Streetscape improvements 
are needed throughout 

• Opportunity for pedestrian
paseos in alleys

• Railroad station is a major 
activity node

• Several buildings on 
Washington are neglected 
and rundown

Many Others!

Historic Old Town Walks



Understanding Whatever is 
On the Community’s Mind for 
Improving Downtown 
Roseville



• I’d like to see jazz clubs, art 
galleries, & cafes

• I love downtown Tuesday 
nights in the summer

• Downtown Farmers Market 
like Portland/San Luis Obispo

• Not preserving our historic 
structures is a mistake

• Keep the area easy & safe to 
get to

• More night life for youth

• So many opportunities for 
public art projects

• I’d like to see unique privately 
owned retail businesses

• Give people a reason to come 
downtown

• Improving downtown is more 
than aesthetics

• It’s time to take a really long 
range outlook

Many Others!

On-Line Survey



• ASSETS
– Unique architecture

– Mix of uses

– Historic atmosphere

– Quaint businesses

– Future Potential

• CHALLENGES
– Safety

– Creating a draw

– Building restorations

– Attracting investment

– Railyard divides

• VISION
– Cohesive, easy to navigate

– Attractive, usable & vital core 
for the city

– To grow with the future 
without losing the past

• OTHER
– Thanks for having the 

community participate!

– What about a downtown 
park?

Many Others!

Comment Cards



Interview Insights
• Over past two days 10 

interviews with key property 
owners, developers, and 
business owners

• Developers & businesses are in 
downtown because of:

1. A personal connection to the area
2. The potential 
3. Affordable rents and/or
4. The small pedestrian-oriented  

environment.



Insights on barriers
• Difficult to be the “first one in” 
• Market & development risk for new/reuse 

projects.  
– Cost of development is high for rehab projects, 

which often have hidden costs and risks.
– Low rents make projects difficult to finance and 

require a large developer equity stake
• Low rents attract marginal businesses, which fail 

to attract a customer base, result in vacant store 
fronts, business turnover, and lost opportunity.

• Some property owners are “holding out” for the 
“big cash-out” and not maintaining or investing 
in their properties.

• Many owners with only one property, have 
limited expertise and/or power to redevelop their 
properties and help turn around the district.



Insights on the sites
• Relatively few sites are big enough for 

effective mixed-use development. 
• Small lot sizes attract small 

developers who are interested in doing 
smaller projects and hire smaller 
contractors

• Most projects are (and will continue to 
be) owner/occupied.  City must work 
with these owner/occupants on 
needed façade improvements and 
building upgrades.

• Long thin lots don’t lend themselves 
well to effective retailing.



Insights on Needed 
Physical Changes
• Central meeting place(s) – café, restaurant 

with outdoor seating, plaza, etc.

• Create focused retail core downtown. Start 
with “4 corners” and build upon it.

• Continue to improve pedestrian friendly 
qualities (close some side streets to create 
public spaces, plazas, outside dining, etc.)

• Build upon historic character and design

• Public restrooms

• Provide public parking off of the main retail 
corridor (e.g. along Atlantic)

• Sewage upgrade required on Vernon Street



Opportunity Sites



Opportunity Sites



Insights on Needed 
City Actions

• More proactive economic development/ 
business attraction to fill vacant store 
fronts with higher quality businesses

• Better partnerships between businesses, 
City and property owners 

• Need to educate property owners about 
the potential up-side of up-grading/ 
redeveloping properties.

• Off-site parking, and/or reduced parking 
requirements to improve project 
feasibility and speed revitalization 
(especially for restaurants & residential 
projects)

• Allow residential/retail mixed use in 
Vernon Street area and live/work lofts in 
the Historic District



Needed City Actions

• More effective permitting process 
(development and business 
license) 

• City should continue to 
proactively purchase properties 
that are key to achieving vision

• City should continue to work with 
developers to address risks in 
reuse/redevelopment of key 
sites. (toxics, infrastructure, 
structural, etc.)



Needed Retail
• Need more businesses to attract an 

evening crowd, including good 
restaurants, live music venue, and 
places like the West House that attract 
a young crowd

• Book store with a coffee shop
• Outdoors quality café
• High end grocer/market
• Focus on unique stores that are not 

found at the malls
– Western clothes and boots store, wine bar 

with appetizers, furniture store, boutique 
clothing

• Need more arts: public art, art lofts, 
galleries, art festivals, etc.



“To office or not to office, 
that is the question…”
• Downtowns with major office 

users are very different from 
residential downtowns. 
– Office uses leads to strong lunch 

restaurants and retail. Downtowns 
close at 5:00

– Residential development leads to 
stronger diner restaurants, night life 
and entertainment. “Live after five”



Keep out

• Any use that does not benefit 
from and/or add to foot traffic

• Uses that require significant 
parking (churches, movie 
theaters)

• Auto repair/dealers, service 
businesses, antique stores

• Nuisance uses: X-rated, etc.



TEAM DESIGN EXERCISE



Downtown Design Exercise
• Using a combination of maps, 

markers, construction paper, etc., 
each team will develop proposed 
ideas and solutions for their 
topic.

• Work in teams for approximately 
one and a half hours. Members 
of the Project Design Team will 
be available as resources.



Guidelines
• Everyone’s opinion counts –

respect your teammates 

• Be creative and un-intimidated -
you don’t need to be an artist to 
get your point across!

• Work toward CONSENSUS

• Don’t get hung up on details –
focus on concepts and the big 
idea



TEAMS
Historic Old Town – Land Use & 

Development
Vernon Street District – Land Use & 

Development
Connectivity – Historic Old Town with 

Vernon Street District
Vision Statement Creative Writing 

Team
Public Space Plan
Dry Creek / Royer Park
Arts, Culture, & Events
Economic Development Strategies



TEAMS

Historic Old Town Design TeamHistoric Old Town Design Team

Vernon Street District Design TeamVernon Street District Design Team



TEAMS

Vision StatementVision Statement

Public Space PlanPublic Space Plan

Dry Creek / Royer ParkDry Creek / Royer Park

Arts, Culture, & EventsArts, Culture, & Events

Economic Development StrategiesEconomic Development Strategies



TEAM ROLES

• DISCUSSION 
LEADER

• TIMEKEEPER

• PRESENTER

• RECORDER

• “SPY”





Downtown Roseville

Revitalization Visionaries









“The world we created today has 
problems which cannot be 

solved by thinking the way we 
thought when we created them.”

-- Albert EinsteinAlbert Einstein





















“The Future? The things that got us 
here will not get us there.”

•- Peter Drucker 



















“Today’s problems come from yesterday’s 
solutions.”

•- Peter 
Senge













“Yesterday’s answers have nothing 
to do with today’s problems.”

•- Bill Gates











“The true meaning of life 
is to plant trees under 

whose shade you do not 
expect to sit.”

- Nelson 
Henderson



NEXT STEPS



Next Steps . . .

• Please continue to stay involved!
– Encourage neighbors to complete idea 

cards 

– Share information about Community 
Immersion

– Let us know about new ideas or 
challenges

• We will prepare a DRAFT Vision for 
Downtown Roseville that 
encompasses your values & ideas



Next Steps . . .

• October 19, 2005
– Business & Property Owner Reception 

@ 5:30pm
• Please RSVP to Jan Shellito

– City Council Presentation @ 7pm

• November 29 & 30, 2005
– Economic Analysis Presentation

– Open House – Draft Vision Plan 
Presented



Success for 
Downtown Roseville 
Requires…

• Cooperation & communication
• Support & partnership
• Staying true to your community’s 

values
• Active participation & involvement
• Creativity & optimism
• Shared vision, shared plan, shared 

responsibility, shared results



THANK YOU!
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